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False friends are words that have the same sound in two different lan-
guages but with completely different meanings.
E.g. the word 'car' which in English is a motorized vehicle but in Persian,
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In Other Words




- A museum conservator is restoring an old painting, and an X-ray
reveals something shocking or mysterious painted or written in the
layer beneath...

- A woman wakes up with a headache and goes to work, only to
learn that she’s been missing for a month...

- The book she’s reading seems to be telling the story of her own
life, though she doesn’t think she’s ever met the author...

These three sentences were the beginning of the stories that sev-
enth, eighth, and ninth graders were supposed to write for the Fajr
Competition in the English Department. They were allowed to pick
any genre they wanted and were given only an hour to write. Some
wrote mystery stories and some plays.

After an hour, the participants had to perform the script in front of

the judges in fifteen minutes and in the end, the best works were

chosen after a merit-based evaluation.
You can read the selected stories here.
We hope you enjoy reading them!
Andia Dorrani




The man in the painting

Nika Lesani / Maya Pour Asad
7/4

Characters: Jonas-Miranda

The story begins with an X-ray of a painting. Jonas and Miranda are look-
ing at the X-ray. They suddenly notice an envelope.

Jonas: OH! Look! An envelope!

Miranda: Yeah, | see it.

Jonas: We should take a closer look.

Miranda: Sure.

Jonas and Miranda cut open the painting and take the envelope out.
Jonas: I’'ve never seen a blue envelope before.

Miranda: Me, neither.

Jonas opens up the envelope and reads the letter inside.

Jonas: Roses are red, violets are blue underneath your feet is the clue.
Miranda: What’s that supposed to mean?

Jonas: Maybe we should check the basement.

They go to the basement.

Miranda finds a note on the stairs. She opens it and reads it.

Miranda: You’re close to me but be aware the next clue is under a stair.
Miranda starts checking under the stairs and asks Jonas to help her.
Jonas: | think | found something!

Miranda: Read it! Hurry!

Jonas: If you’re looking for the next clue, look for something blue.

Miranda: The only blue thing we have here is the blue vase mom and dad

gave us before they passed away.




Jonas: Oh my god! Yeah!
Miranda: Let me see what’s in it.

She finds another clue inside the vase.

Miranda: I'm right behind you just look for the moo.

Jonas: The moo?

Miranda: I’'m not sure but | think it’s the leather couch.

After a while, Miranda gets tired and sits on the couch.

She hears a scream.

Jonas: You’re hovering!

Miranda: WHAT?!

Jonas: Look for the ink and | you will seek.

Miranda: Who said that?

Jonas: | don’t know. but it said to look for the ink and the ink is right here,
in my hand.

Miranda: This might sound crazy but | THINK IT’S A GHOST! Poor the ink
on the couch.

(Jonas pours it on the couch).

Miranda: It is the man of the painting. I've been stuck as a ghost for years
just because of your parents.

Jonas: But they’re dead.

The man of the painting: They trapped me here before the accident and
now I’'m here to do the same to their children.

Before neither of them could react, the man turned them into stone and

became a human again.




Nika Sahih al Nasab/ Nava Khalili
9/2

This week has been the weirdest week of my life. Two days ago, as | was
walking home from school, | noticed the usual road | took was under
construction. Thank God they were fixing that old bumpy road! So, | was
forced to take another route, and as | was walking past Mr. Mack’s
pawnshop, an old mysterious book caught my eye. | couldn’t help but
walk into the shop to take a closer look.

The cover was made of old inked leather. | started leafing through the
pages, there was no title or name of the author. Was it a diary? It couldn’t
be though; it was published by...US Mysteries?

Weird!

| quickly purchased the book and went home. As soon as | got home, | im-
mediately started reading the book: “My stepmom aggressively brushed
my red curly hair as | looked at myself in the mirror. I've always struggled
with my looks. Having Heterochromia doesn’t help me with my facial dys-
morphia either...”

| was shocked, what are the odds of someone having the same curly hair
and the same color of eyes as | do?

The story was surely interesting but with horror tones to it. It told the
story of a girl with a similar description to me- scarily similar. But she also
had a scar on her face, which seemed pretty cool and akin to Harry Potter.
Yet, the only thing which made her fate distinct was that she got scarred
during a cycling accident rather than inheriting it from a wizard.

| don’t know why, but | felt a special connection with this girl. | couldn’t

help but read all day, and now I’ve reached the final chapter to the part




where she tragically dies in a car accident.
| was disappointed, | wish the book had ended differently. My step-mom
started yelling from downstairs at me to go and buy groceries. Between
us, she becomes extraordinarily irrational and enraged when she gets
hungry. So, | quickly got dressed and left the house. The road to my
school was still under construction and | was too tired to take the short-
cut. Hence, | decided to jump over the uneven concrete and cement that
hadn't dried yet. But my attempt failed and | lost my balance. My leg got
stuck in the concrete. As | tried to pull my leg out, | fell and hit my face on
a sharp pole. It carved a scar on my face. The workers rushed to help me,
scolding me for not taking another route. But | was too horrified to hear
what they were saying. All | remember after that was waking up in my bed
with bandages all over my face.

The next day, | got dressed and rushed out of the house, taking the ban
ages off of my face and running towards the US Mysteries Publication of-
fice. | felt dizzy, tired and my head injury hadn’t healed yet. As | was rush-
ing out, | saw a mirror. | looked at myself, connecting the dots in my head.

Everything made sense, as | opened my mouth to scream, a car hit me.




An Unexcepted Event

Panya Gilani/ Rojan Farahian
7/3

A woman wakes up with a headache and goes to work only to learn that
she’s been missing for a month. Nobody knew where she was, so, every-
one’s eyes were wide open as soon as she stepped into the office. She sat
behind her desk, waiting for her co-worker to bring her the files for the
day’s work. She took a look around and realized that everyone was star-
ing at her. Even though she was confused, she turned on her computer
only to see more than 50 e-mails. It was impossible. She only had about
ten e-mails yesterday. She took a look at her phone as soon she heard the
beep. She had around 30 missed calls. And not just from her co-workers;
from her parents to her childhood friends. “What’s going on?” She called
her parents and said: “Mom, what’s going on? I've only been gone for a
few hours because | had a terrible headache.” Her mom panicked when
she heard her daughter’s voice. “EMMAL! IS THIS YOU?!” Emma almost fell
off her chair and hit her head against the top of her desk. “JEEZ MOM!
WHY ARE YOU YELLING? | talked to you this morning!” Her mom said,
“‘Emma, you’ve been missing for almost a month! We thought you were
dead! The police couldn’t find you either.” Emma hung up after what her
mom said. She could hear her heartbeat. Her skin was turning white from
all the things that were going on. The clock was ticking as fast as a jet.
She was shaking. Her body was as cold as ice. Her co-worker came up to
her desk with a certain look of shock on his face. “Emma, are you...hm....”

But before he could finish his sentence, Emma pushed him out of the way

and ran straight to the bathroom. She saw her face in the mirror. “WHAT’S

m——



WRONG WITH ME!? WHAT IS GOING ON?!” She was about to burst down
into tears. She wanted to go home, back to her family, where she could
be herself, where she could figure out what was going on. She opened the

door with tears in her eyes. She stood out of the door with a blank mind.

*BEEP BEEP* she jumped out of her bed with a gasp. She looked around

her one more time. “Where am I?” She could feel the sweat running down
her hair. She checked the date on her phone. “Was | gone for a month or

did | have lucid dreams?!”




Viona Farokh/Dayana Shokoufan/Tara Molaei
8/4

t was a stormy day in the Louvre Museum in Paris. The Museum conser-
vator, Nick Hamilton, was preparing the ancient painting to display. He
started dusting the painting. He took out his spray bottle to get rid of the
stains on the picture frame. Right at that moment, the thunder clapped
and he spilled the water on the painting. He looked at the painting in fear
and what he saw left him flabbergasted. It seemed to be an ancient script
of some sort. Not wanting to ruin the rest of the painting, he placed it
under the X-ray machine. He jotted down the text in his journal. It didn't
look English, but it had the letters of the English alphabet. He was able
to sound the words out. He read slowly... Not having taken in any kinds
of information at all. He began to feel lightheaded. The air felt dense and
the color of the world faded away in his eyes. He fell to the ground and
couldn't breathe. A figure appeared down the hall. She was taller than
any woman he had ever seen she looked pale and had a wide smile. Not
a joyful smile, but the smile you'd see on a sadistic person as they saw
their mortal enemy dying at the hands of the cruel sea. The lights started
flickering. The woman disappeared. A deafening silence filled the room.
He couldn't take it anymore. His lungs gave up and he died as silently as
the woman had appeared.

The next day at dawn, the museum owner had come to retrieve the paint-
ing. He found Hamilton's lifeless body lying on the floor. His journal
lay open next to him. He couldn't be bothered to read the text. He just

grabbed his journal and ran to his grandfather. His grandfather knew

all about these weird languages. The stairs creaked as he walked up the

m——



'.-

wooden stairs. His grandfather started cursing under his breath as soon
as he saw the journal page. "Oh, my dear boy! This script is no joke. We

must rip it up as soon as possible ".

The female figure appeared and sucked out any remaining bit of life from

the room.







